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61 61INT.  VR BLACK MESSAGE SPACE  -  SCENE 61



Kaja examines the orchid, “opens” it in a burst of light.  It 
contains thousands of nonsensical fragments, shapes, 
patterns, flashes.  It is overpowering.



She pulls away from it, as if in pain.

62 62INT.  SHACK  DAY  -  SCENE 62

Samm, on the floor below the counter, disconnects the 
Terminal from the data cable.  He seems particularly nervous.

PAX



Everything’s set?



SAMM



Yeah, everything’s set.  As long as 
we’re ready when the Rabbit 
surfaces, the trap closes.  The 
avatar won’t get away.



PAX


Fine.  Let’s pack it out of here.  
It’s time to do this.



She removes the sensor from the window.  Samm hesitates.



SAMM



I think I should do a viral.

PAX



Now??



SAMM



Yeah, I don’t know.  The interface 
has been a little rubbery.  
Yesterday and today.  I checked, 
and my count’s down.

PAX



When was the last time you 
injected?



SAMM



Two weeks ago.



PAX



Jesus.  How could you be down?  I 
only inject once a year.



2.

SAMM



Yeah, sure.  That’s it for most 
people.  But I’ve had a harder time 
keeping my count up lately.  I 
don’t know.  Maybe its my immune 
system.  It’s too damn strong?  I 
don’t know...



He has gone to his rucksack, removed an injector that looks 
like an Epi-Pen.  He removes his shirt, lifts one arm, and 
holds the device under his armpit.  He releases the catch and 
it makes a POP sound.  He holds it steady for a few more 
seconds.  Pax watches him uncertainly.

He places the device back in his rucksack, removes the black 
box, and carefully puts away his glass figurine.  He places 
his Terminal in the bag as well.  He avoids meeting Pax’s 
gaze.

63 63INT.  VR WORKSHOP  DAY  -  SCENE 63



[Kaja takes the orchid to the workshop, looking for 
Programmer, who almost immediately appears, asking for the 
orchid.  She is rushed, agitated.  Kaja demands information 
before handing it over.  Programmer explains that the 
organization that Adelle has been kidnapped by is very 
dangerous, an information terrorist organization.  Programmer 
claims that she is helping family members of Adelle who are 
also trying to locate her.  But it's really a matter of 
disabling the terrorists, neutralizing them.  She explains 
that one person and one person only has the key to getting to 
Adelle and the Underground: The Kid.]

64 64EXT.  FOREST  DAY  -  SCENE 64



Pax and Samm carefully traverse the forest.  Behind a thicket 
of bushes, Pax discovers a painted metal rod sticking out of 
the ground.



PAX



Here we go.

Samm digs around the rod, immediately unearthing a pipe with 
an endcap.  He unscrews the endcap and begins to reach 
inside, but stops.





3.

SAMM



Pax?  Can you get the cable?

She shakes her head, unamused, but reaches in and fishes out 
the cable.  Samm takes it, removes a protective plastic 
cover, and plugs it into his Terminal.

Pax sets two sensors on nearby trees.

SAMM



What do you think happens, Pax, 
when a person--an individual person-
-becomes information, or even just 
a copy of information, and you 
destroy it.  Delete it.



PAX



I don’t know what you mean.



SAMM



Do you call that death?



PAX



I don’t know.  If someone is 
already information, even before 
they’re copied, or multiplied, or 
digitized, then can you call the 
disruption of their organic systems 
‘deletion’?

SAMM



I don’t know, maybe you can.  The 
residue, though... It’s still 
information, but only for others.  
It doesn’t have a relation to 
itself anymore.  It can only be 
extracted for others.  It’s just 
data.



PAX



Fine, Samm.  And what we get paid 
is just money.  But without it 
we’re nowhere.  You can’t pay for 
your daughter’s treatment and I’m 
back on the monkey track.

SAMM



It’s real up there, Pax.  It’s just 
as real as down here.





4.

PAX



I know that, Samm, because I know 
that everything you do up there is 
connected to something down here.  
There’s a causal chain.  Most of 
the people outside the Zone don’t 
know that.  They only go Under to 
eat their fucking wheat bran and 
don’t notice that anything changes 
until the milk goes bad.

(beat)



We don’t have that luxury.



SAMM



(heavily)



No.  No we don’t.



He interfaces with the Terminal and in several seconds he’s 
gone Over.

Pax moves on through the forest.



65 65INT.  VR WORKSHOP  CONTINUOUS  -  SCENE 65

[Kaja is shocked.  Where did The Kid get this information?  
Prog: It fell into his hands; the terrorists made a mistake, 
but it is to our advantage.  We believe he will trade his 
information, but only for Charlie's.  Programmer makes a 
copy, asks Kaja to agree to meet The Kid in virtual space to 
trade off data, to wait for him until he appears.  She 
agrees, walks away, but thinks twice about it.]

66 66INT.  CINDERBLOCK HUT  DAY  -  SCENE 66



Kaja, connected to her Terminal, comes Under.  She 
immediately disconnects herself and rushes outside.  She 
hurriedly jogs away from the hut.

Behind another building, unseen by Kaja, Alsa watches her go, 
curiously.

67 67EXT.  FOREST  LATER  -  SCENE 67

Pax conceals a tiny but nasty-looking device on a tree.

On another tree, she adds another.



5.

Reveal: it is pointed directly at The Kid’s barn.  From Pax’s 
POV, Kaja arrives and begins talking with The Kid near the 
barn.



68 68INT.  VR KID’S SPACE  DAY  -  SCENE 68

[Maria inserts a flower into The Kid's Door, opens it and 
steps inside.  She closes it after her.]



69 69EXT.  FARM  CONTINUOUS  -  SCENE 69



Kaja and The Kid are in the middle of a conversation near the 
barn.  Kaja angrily stares at The Kid, who fidgets nervously.

KAJA



So you knew about Adelle all this 
time??

THE KID 



You never told me you were looking 
for her.  Maybe if you’d have 
trusted me...



KAJA



What do you know?  Is she okay?



THE KID
I don’t know much.  But yeah, I 
think she’s okay.



KAJA



And you know about who’s holding 
her?  The Underground?



THE KID
A little.



KAJA



You know how to get to her?



THE KID
I... Yes.



KAJA



And you’ll trade me that 
information for Charlie’s?





6.

THE KID
What exactly did you get from him?

KAJA



I got the data from his entire 
project.  Some kind of mind 
harvesting.  I’ll transfer it all 
to you if you’ll go Over with me.

THE KID
You know I don’t like to go Over.  
And it’s not what you’re expecting.



KAJA



I don’t care!  I’ve gotta find my 
only fucking friend!

THE KID
She... Got a message out.  I 
received it.  She knows you’re 
here.



Kaja’s eyes widen.



KAJA



She does?



THE KID
She doesn’t want you to get 
involved.  She wants you to leave 
the Zone.



KAJA



(almost whispering)



What?



THE KID
That’s it.  That’s all I know.



Kaja narrows her eyes.



KAJA



How do you know all of this?
(beat)



What’s your connection to the 
Underground??



She backs away from him.



7.

THE KID
Now wait a minute...

She continues to back away.  There are tears in her eyes.



THE KID
Okay, look...  I’m gonna show you, 
okay?



KAJA



Show me what?



THE KID
I’m gonna show you everything.



She looks skeptical.

THE KID
Please.  We can do it right now.



He takes a couple of steps backwards, then goes into the 
barn.  After a moment, she follows him in.

He sits next to his Terminal.  He holds out a connection 
cable to her.  She takes it and sits down, facing him.  He 
takes one for himself.



They both plug in and go Over.



70 70INT.  VR KID’S SPACE  DAY  -  SCENE 70

Kaja and The Kid appear in a strange room.

KAJA



What is this place?

THE KID
It’s a gateway.

He lifts up the front of his shirt, exposing his navel.  He 
reaches, as if into his navel, and pulls out an orchid bud, 
attached to him by a fine thread.

Instantly, Maria materializes in the room, dropping to a 
crouch, pointing one arm each at The Kid and Kaja.  A series 
of flashes go off in a circle around the two.



Reveal: at Maria’s feet, on the floor, lies an ornate BOWL.  
She drops several rose petals into the bowl.





8.

KAJA



What the fuck is happening?  I 
can’t move!

THE KID
(to Maria)



Who are you?  How did you get in 
here?



She doesn’t answer, but rises up and moves toward him.  Kaja 
clenches her eyes closed, then opens them again.  Maria turns 
to her.



MARIA



That’s right.  You can’t go Under.

She holds her two hands flat, several inches apart, palms 
facing each other.  Concentrating intensely, she steps right 
up to The Kid, who is frozen, and moves her hands closer 
until his hand--containing the orchid bud--is in between her 
palms.  As her hands close around his, he grits his teeth in 
intense pain.  She swipes the bud from his hand.  It remains 
connected to his navel.  As she moves away from him, the 
thread lengthens indefinitely.

She steps over to the far wall, where a GLASS PANEL is offset 
from the wall.  She slowly holds the orchid bud up to it.



THE KID
(scared)

No!  You’ll expose them all!

71 71EXT.  FOREST  CONTINUOUS  -  SCENE 71

Vector Bruno and TWO OTHER TAMMIES move purposefully through 
the forest.  They scan everything carefully, clearly 
searching for something.

TAMMIE #1



Over here.

He indicates a white-painted nail, embedded in the trunk of a 
nearby tree.

All three cluster around it.



9.

72 72EXT.  FARM  CONTINUOUS  -  SCENE 72



Pax crouches, concealed among several bushes, on the edge of 
the farm’s clearing.  From her position she has a clear line 
of sight into the barn through its open doors, where The Kid 
and Kaja sit.



She uses her skinscreen to flip through several live video 
feeds of The Kid as well as several status screens of various 
constellated devices she has set.

She waits, watching The Kid like a hawk.



73 73INT.  VR KID’S SPACE  CONTINUOUS  -  SCENE 73



[Maria uses the tethered orchid to activate the glass.  The 
Kid howls.  She releases a light feather, blowing on it (a 
message sent).  She cuts the tether, releasing the orchid 
into her possession.  She pops it into her mouth and it 
disappears.  She releases another feather, saying/blowing 
"Pax."]



74 74EXT.  FARM  CONTINUOUS  -  SCENE 74



Pax’s skinscreen lights up with a text message from 
Samm/Maria:  “Got him.”



She immediately raises her gloved hand high up like an 
antenna and uses her thumb to depress a switch on the side of 
the glove.

Her skinscreen emits a slight BEEP and flashes:  “Transmit 
Failed: Out of Range”.



PAX



Shit!

75 75EXT.  FOREST  CONTINUOUS  -  SCENE 75

Starter, walking through the forest, catches a glimpse of Pax 
behind trees and bushes ahead of him.  He moves to one side 
in an attempt to make out who it is.





10.

76 76EXT.  FOREST  CONTINUOUS  -  SCENE 76

Vector and his companions have produced hand spades and are 
digging under the white nail.

They unearth a buried data cable.

77 77EXT.  FOREST  CONTINUOUS  -  SCENE 77

Samm lies behind his own bushes, still connected and 
catatonic.

78 78INT.  BARN  CONTINUOUS  -  SCENE 78



The Kid’s and Kaja’s bodies continue to sit next to each 
other, plugged in and catatonic.



79 79INT.  VR KID’S SPACE  CONTINUOUS  -  SCENE 79



The Kid and Kaja remain frozen, watching Maria.

Maria looks slightly worried.

KAJA



What’s happening?



Maria glances down and notices that only one small rose petal 
remains in the bowl on the floor.  She drops in several more.

80 80EXT.  FARM  CONTINUOUS  -  SCENE 80



Pax leaps up and begins to sprint into the clearing, parallel 
to the barn.  As she runs she holds her gloved hand out 
before her.



Suddenly the glove emits a slight BEEP and her skinscreen 
begins to flash rapidly.

81 81EXT.  FARM  CONTINUOUS  -  SCENE 81



Starter frantically reaches behind him and draws an ancient 
REVOLVER from his pocket.  He aims it at the running Pax and 
pulls the trigger, releasing a deafening sound.



11.

82 82EXT.  FARM  CONTINUOUS  -  SCENE 82



Pax’s thumb closes over the activation button on her glove 
and depresses it.



83 83EXT.  FOREST  CONTINUOUS  -  SCENE 83

Intercut CUs of three micro-rocket devices, placed by Pax.  
Each emits a rocket with a sharp pneumatic whoosh and a blast 
of oily air.

84 84INT.  BARN  CONTINUOUS  -  SCENE 84



Two dart-like rockets hit The Kid’s body.  He immediately 
collapses onto the floor and begins to convulse violently.



85 85EXT.  FARM  CONTINUOUS  -  SCENE 85



Pax collapses onto the ground, clutching her stomach with her 
gloved hand, gasping for air.  Her left arm and hand is 
splayed out on the ground.  Her skinscreen flashes: 
“Successful Injection”, then a live video feed of The Kid’s 
convulsing body.

86 86INT.  VR KID’S SPACE  CONTINUOUS  -  SCENE 86



A white feather floats down before Maria.  She catches it in 
one hand.  She then opens and flattens her hand completely, 
steps up to The Kid, and makes a cutting motion.  Wide-eyed 
with fear, he flickers and then disappears.

Maria turns to Kaja.  Kaja watches her transfixed.  Maria 
hesitates, watches Kaja.

87 87EXT.  FOREST  CONTINUOUS  -  SCENE 87

Vector produces a pair of rusty WIRE CUTTERS and maneuvers 
them into the hole they have dug around the data cable.

VECTOR
Return to the earth.

He violently severs the data cable.





12.

88 88INT.  VR KID’S SPACE  CONTINUOUS  -  SCENE 88



Maria still faces Kaja, who appears terrified.

Maria freezes as if turned to glass.  Kaja stares at her, 
confused.



89 89INT.  BARN  CONTINUOUS  -  SCENE 89



Kaja awakes in the barn.  She immediately sees The Kid on the 
floor.  He is no longer convulsing.  She bends over him, 
breathing heavily.  He stares up at her with fixed, open 
eyes.  She touches his face, then feels his neck for a pulse.  
There isn’t one.

He is dead.



FADE OUT.


